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Republicans seek resurgence in N.Y.

Redistricting fuels leaders' hopes

By Jill Terreri and Jon Campbell 

5:15 PM, Mar. 18, 2012  
ROCHESTER -- New York Republicans, desperate for a statewide victory, say they are focused on reviving a state party whose voters are outnumbered two-to-one by Democrats.  "We hold the Republican House, we hold the state Senate in New York," said former Rep. Thomas Reynolds, R-Clarence, Erie County in an interview Friday on the state GOP convention floor. "We have to be ever-building."

Republicans hope a new congressional map could mean gains in districts that are held by Democrats, such as western New York seats held by Rep. Kathy Hochul and Louise Slaughter. But the Democratic turnout is usually much stronger in a presidential year, and President Obama is seeking his second term in November.

A statewide seat has been elusive for Republicans since former Gov. George Pataki was elected to his third term in 2002. But speakers, including Pataki, inspired the Republican crowd Friday with the idea that victory in New York is possible, Monroe County Republican Chairman Bill Reilich said.  "I think it gave the members and Republicans in New York state the hope, and the understanding that it can be done," Reilich said.

Republicans have had some victories in recent years. Republicans have increased their membership in the state Assembly and regained control of the state Senate in the 2010 elections. GOP Rep. Bob Turner had a surprise victory last year in Queens when he won an open seat vacated by disgraced Rep. Anthony Weiner, a Democrat.

Turner is now one of three GOP candidates seeking the party's nomination to run against Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand in November. Turner, Manhattan attorney Wendy Long and Nassau County Comptroller George Maragos all received enough support at the GOP convention to run in the Senate primary.

State Republican Chairman Ed Cox said he believed Republicans were in good shape when several statewide offices were up for grabs in 2010 and it wasn't a presidential election year. But the party was swept, with Democratic candidates being elected governor, comptroller, attorney general and to both of the state's U.S. Senate seats.  "I thought our job would be easier two years ago without a presidential race, but it turned out to be harder," Cox said. "It may cut the other way this year; it may be counter-intuitive."

Republicans continue to fight an uphill battle in New York. Democratic voter enrollment in New York continues to outpace Republican enrollment. The state has nearly 5.7 million Democrats and 2.8 million Republicans. There also are 2.3 million voters who are not registered in any party, making those unaffiliated voters coveted by both parties.

Pataki said Friday that Republicans have made strides in the past two elections, despite not being able to pick up any statewide seats.  "I think you take a look at what happened in 2010," he said. "We won six House races. We won the New York Senate back. We won seats in the state Assembly. And take a look at last year -- we won some very important county executive races and local races. I think Republicans in New York are always loyal. I think it's been the case for a long time, and it was the case when I ran."  Pataki said Friday that Republicans should look to the future rather than dwell on past defeats.

Rep. Tom Reed, R-Corning, Steuben County, said the Republican Party was willing to take stands on issues, even if they are unpopular, and he mentioned the budget crafted by GOP Rep. Paul Ryan. The budget played a large role in a major Republican loss in a special election in the 26th District, a western New York seat won by Hochul last year.

"We're going to put the issues out there in front of the American people," Reed said. "We're going to lead."
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